NN 0

Genuine
Pennsylvania
Dutch Dinner

llentown Rescue Mission’s

4th Annual Pennsylvania
Dutch Dinner will take place
on Saturday, May 2, 2009 from
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church, at
the corner of Walbert Avenue
and Springhouse Road in South
Whitehall.

If you love authentic
Pennsylvania Dutch cooking,
this event is for you. The menu
will feature hog maw (filled pig
stomach), schnitz un knepp
(dumplings, ham and dried
apples), chicken pot pie, pork,
sauerkraut, mashed potatoes,
salads, rolls, beverages and
shoo fly pie. The admission is a
free-will offering which can be
made at the door. Last year over
420 people attended and over
$16,075 was generated in free-
will donations.

For more information about
the event, contact Bill Dickinson
at 610-740-5500 ext. 14, or visit
our website at
www.AllentownRescueMission.

org.
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Rescue, rebabilitation, and
restoration for people in crisis.
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Executive Director
Gary F. Millspaugh

Board of Directors
Tom Gibson / President
John Kercsmar, C.P.A./ Vice President
Tim Gemmel / Secretary
Will Hahn / Treasurer

Dean Browning Dr. Laurence Karper

Dale Heffner Gary Millspaugh
Nancy Heilman ~ Melanie Sanchez-Jones
John Thm Richard Klotz

Evett Vega

*

‘The Allentown Rescue Mission is a
registered Pennsylvania charity.
Official registration and financial
information may be obtained from the
Pennsylvania Dept. of State by
calling toll free, within PA 1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement.

TIDINGS is funded by private donations,
not government money.
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A Message 1
Our Biggest “Chall§RQy

he Mission will lead the g '

projects of benefit to o ®
and see them completed by d
2009. I¢s called the “150 CH
honor Rescue Mission found}
Becker’s Sesquicentennial (19
birthday). Projects will be srji
targeted, such as doing extra fogq QT VS

o
for local food pantries and sou ﬁ s,

removing grafhti, helping h
veterans, cleaning up illegal.duy :
doing some extra “Days og' Jafil g
help out local organizations and more....
many of which I hope you nominate.
None of these projects are intended to
directly benefit the Allentown Rescue
Mission.

Why? Obadiah Becker gave a great
gift to the Allentown community when
in 1900 he founded the Allentown
Rescue Mission. Tens of thousands of
people have been fed, housed, comforted,
guided to better lives, spiritually uplifted
—and in some cases, rescued from death.
His Mission has been greatly blessed
and strengthened. If he could choose a
commemoration, I think it would be to
share God’s abundant blessings to help
more people with needs throughout our
community.

How will we do it? With your help
and only with your help. To attempt
150 projects of any size is too big for the
Mission to do alone, so there’s plenty of
need and opportunity to be involved by:

AChas
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* nominating a project

* participating in organizing it

* talking it up to friends and church

members and/or being a volunteer to

help get it done

* sponsoring or making a financial

contribution

* visiting the “150Challenge.org”

website

A gathering place has been set up on

the internet so you can find out about
the 150 Challenge for the Obadiah
Becker Sesquicentennial. Please visit
150Challenge.org. I hope to see you at
one of the 150 projects we will do together
in 2009.

S%ﬂc,@rely,
Gary F. Millspaugh

Executive Director

Celebrating New Life!

hen Jesus met Mary Magdalene

after she had seen the empty tomb
and was hurrying to tell the disciples,
His first word to her was, “Rejoice!”
Jesus wanted everyone to rejoice in His
resurrection, not mourn His death. His
call to Christians was, and still is, to
celebrate new life.

We try to live out that message here
at the Allentown Rescue Mission. Just
as Christ rose in victory over death
and sin, we encourage those who come

to us to rise above homelessness and
addictions.

As the Easter season approaches, we
want to bring those in need the message
that their past is forgiven_and life is
worth living. We pray that you will
continue to help by supporting us with
prayers, your time-and your gifts.

To find out how you can help or
give online visit our website at
www.AllentownRescueMission.org.



“The People Here Really Care”

G reg knows the neighborhood
around the Mission first-hand.
His band used to play gigs at a place up
the street when he was younger and his
mom and dad supported the Mission
with their donations. But never in a
million years did he picture himself
being here!

An alcoholic and drug user, Greg

had been arrested several times and

had been through a lot of different
rehab programs, none of which proved
successful. When he was locked up

for the last time on a parole violation,
taking part in the Allentown Rescue
Mission’s Alpha Omega Addiction
Recovery Program was a condition of his
release.

“My follks want me
,”

to come home!

“Pve been through a few rehab
programs and I didn’t feel like any of
them really worked. At the other places,

the counselors would tell you, ‘You're
only money to us.” The people here seem
to actually care. And instead of being
one of 125 people, youre one of 14 or
15. This place really makes a difference.”
Not only has Greg been successful in
his rehab program, but he’s looking for
work and has reunited with his family.
“I see them all the time. My dad only
works 10 minutes away from here. And
I know my mom’s happy because when
I graduated from the drug and alcohol
rehab part she was here. My mom and
dad will let me move back in with them,
but I want to find a job before I do that.”

Long-term help

restores lives.

Men like Greg with drug or alcohol
addictions, who truly desire to make
major changes in their thinking,
lifestyle and methods of dealing with
their problems, can enter the Mission’s
state-licensed Alpha-Omega Addictions
Recovery Program. A spiritually-based
12-step approach to recovery, the goal
is not only individual spiritual renewal,
but also the restoration of people like
Greg to their families and communities.

Men develop healthy coping
skills and receive training for anger
management, conflict resolution,
communication skills and healing
damaged emotions. There are also classes
in resumé writing, basic computer skills,
interview techniques and other tools
that will help them find and keep a job.

Greg also chose to enter our
Christian Living and Values Transitional
Program which offers the Good News
about Jesus Christ and spiritual growth
opportunities, transitional housing and
housing assistance, meals and clothing,
Life Skills Education and referrals to
other service providers.

History Class

Meets Here

Today’s Subject is
Obadiah Becker.

he son of Solomon Becker, a

shoemaker, Obadiah was born
on April 14, 1859 in Allentown.
Obadiah followed his father’s
footsteps into the shoemaking
trade at age 16.
Obadiah married
his wife Rosa
Eisenhard at age
18. They had
11 children, 11
grandchildren
and 15 great-
grandchildren
during their 57 year marriage.

The story of Obadiah’s
founding of the Mission was told
in a newspaper article dated April
26, 1917. In the 1870’ and 1880’s,
Obadiah went through a period of
“careless living,” said the newspaper
account. In fact, he was known as
a drunkard. In 1892 he found the
Lord and made his conversion.

He thought of missionary work,
but knowing of its hardships and
sacrifices, was reluctant.

As reported by the Morning
Call in 1917, “Then his little
daughter fell ill, afflicted with the
terrible infantile paralysis. Death,
or at least lifelong disability,
seemed certain. Thru the trial
of those days, Mr. Becker came
forth a new man. He was brought
closer to his God in his hour of
affliction than he had ever been
in the days of personal disgrace.
He then made a vow that if his
child recovered he would go into
mission work.”

“Miraculously, after all hope
had been given up, the child
recovered and not only was her
life saved but she was restored to
complete health.”

In 1900, Obadiah founded
his mission work, beginning with
meetings in a rented room at 104
North 7th St. in Allentown.

Obadiah retired from the
Mission he founded in 1935, and
lost his wife Rosa of 57 years as well.
Obadiah passed away in February
1951, at the age of 91. He was
living with his daughter Florence
(Mrs. Ralph Kunkel), whose illness
and miraculous recovery inspired
him to mission work more than a

half-century before.




Stuff the Bus

he economy may be poor,
but you could not tell by the
excellent response we received.
This year we filled a bus with
donated food and supplies.
Over 21,000 pounds of food
and supplies were collected; over
4,000 pounds more than last year.
We collected at 5 Giant stores,
4 Wal*Marts and 14 Top Star
convenience stores. We want to
thank B104 for their support and
all who donated.

From Partnering
Power to Horsepower

H ere in the Lehigh Valley you
need a car to get to work as
bus routes and hours are limited.
Lack of transportation holds back
many poor people from getting
or keeping a job. Worse, they
cannot get around to interviews
for higher paying jobs. So, how
can people with low incomes and
poor credit get a reliable car?

The Mission has formed a
partnership with the Ways to
Work Program, a part of Family
Answers in Allentown, along
with KNBT Bank so Mission
graduates can get loans to buy
reliable cars.

A $20,000 grant from the
Fowler Foundation enabled us
to form this partnership. The
grant will go in a loan reserve to
guarantee the loans. Eventually,
that could guarantee up to
$60,000, or as many as 20 car
loans of about $3,000 to $4,000.

Outside this program, these
clients would have no chance
of getting a loan. Thanks to the
generosity of our donors and
Ways to Work, more people can
get reliable transportation and
job security!
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Church Support

Our thanks to the following 123 churches that provided financial,
in-kind and volunteer support from 1/1/08 - 12/31/08.

Agape New Testament Fellowship, Schnecksville PA

Asbury United Methodist Church, Al/entown PA

Beit Simcha Messianic Fellowship, A//entown PA

Ben Salem United Church of Christ, Lebighton PA

Bethany United Church of Christ, Bethlehem PA

Bethany United Methodist Church, A/entown PA

Bethany Wesleyan Church, Cherryville PA

Bethel Memorial Baptist Church, Easton P4

Boulevard Evangelical Congregational Church, Allentown PA

Calvary Baptist Church, Bethlehem PA

Calvary Bible Fellowship Church, Coopersburg PA

Calvary Wesleyan Church, Bethlehem PA

Cathedral, Bethlehem PA

Cedar Crest Bible Fellowship Church, Allentown PA

Cedar Lutheran Church, A/lentown PA

Central Assembly of God Church, Bethlehem PA

Chapman United Methodist Church Sunday School,
Bath PA

Christ E.C. Blue Church, Easton PA

Christ E.C. Church, Allentown PA

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, A/fentown PA

Christ Lutheran Church, Springtown PA

Christian Evang. Arabic Church, A/lentown PA

Christian Life Community Church, Allentown PA

Church of God in Christ Mennonite, Fleetwood PA

Church of the Assumption BVM, Bethlehem PA

Community Fellowship Cathedral, A/entown PA

Covenant Christian Academy of the Lehigh Valley,
Bethlehem PA

Covenant United Methodist Church, Bazh PA

Dubbs Memorial United Church of Christ, Allentown PA

Ebenezer Bible Fellowship Church, Bezhlehem PA

Ebenezer United Church of Christ, New Tripoli PA

Egypt Community Church, Whitehall PA

Emanuel United Church of Christ, A/lentown PA

Emmanuel Assembly of God, Allentown PA

Emmanuel Fellowship Church of Allentown, Allentown PA

Evangel Assembly of God, Kutztown PA

Faith Alive United Methodist Church, Palmerton PA

Faith Covenant Church, Quakertown PA

Faith Evangelical Free Church, A/entown PA

Faith Presbyterian Church, Emmaus PA

Faith Reformed Church of Christ, Walnutport PA

Fellowship Community Church, Whitehall PA

First Baptist Church of Bethlehem, Bethlehern PA

First Church of the Nazarene, Allentown PA

First Presbyterian Church, A//entown PA

First Presbyterian Church, Whitehall PA

First Presbyterian Church - Dorcas Circle, A//entown PA

Friedens Evangelical Lutheran Church, Cenzer Valley PA

Golden Rule Circle of Schoeneck Moravian Church,
Nazareth PA

Good Shepherd United Church of Christ, Slatedale PA

Grace Community Church, A/fentown PA

Grace Deliverance Baptist Church, Bethlehem PA

Grace United Church of Christ, Allentown PA

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bethlehem PA

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nazareth PA

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Emmaus PA

Holy Trinity Slovak Lutheran Church, Northampton PA

Hope United Church of Christ, A/lentown PA

House on the Rock Family Church, Wind Gap PA

Huff’s Union Church, A/burtis PA

Huft’s Union Church, Inc., Alburtis PA

Immanuel Leidy’s Church, Souderton PA

Jacob’s Church, New Tripoli PA

Jerusalem United Church of Christ, Palmerton PA

Jordan Evangelical Lutheran Church, Orefield PA

Jordan United Church of Christ, Allentown P4
Kingdom Life Global Ministries, Emmaus PA
Lighthouse Baptist Church, Breinigsville PA
Living Hope Presbyterian Church, A/lentown P4
Lower Saucon United Church of Christ, Hellertown PA
Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, Emmaus PA
Macungie Church of the Nazarene, Macungie PA
Men of St. Mary’s-Kutztown, Kutztown PA
Moravian Church of Coopersburg, Coopersburg PA
Nativity Lutheran Church, Allentown PA
New Life Evangelical Lutheran, New Tripoli PA
New Life Pentecostal Church, A/lentown PA
Northampton Assembly of God, Northampton PA
People’s Evangelical Congreg. Church, Lehighton PA
Quakertown United Methodist Church, Quakertown PA
Resurrected Life Community Church, Orefield PA
Ridge Valley United Church of Christ &

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Se/lersville PA
Salem U.C.C., Catasauqua PA
Salem United Methodist Church, O/d Zionsville PA
Salem United Methodist Church, Zionsville PA
Salem United Methodist Church, Danielsville PA
Solomon’s United Church of Christ, Macungie PA
Springfield Church of the Brethren, Cogpersburg PA
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Bethlehem PA
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, Trex/ertown PA
St. Elizabeth R.C. Church, Whitehall PA
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church, A/fentown PA
St. James Lutheran Church, Coopersburg PA
St. John Lutheran Church, Emmaus PA
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Nazareth PA
St. John’s United Church of Christ, Nazareth PA
St. Josaphat Ukranian Catholic Church, Bethlehemn PA
St. Mark’s Evang.Lutheran Church, Bethlehem PA
St. Matthew’s Evangelical Congregational Church,

Emmaus PA
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, Bethleherm PA
St. Paul Baptist Church, Bethlehem PA
St. Pauls UCC, Northampton PA
St. Paul's Anglican Church, A//entown PA
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Blue Church, Cogpersburg PA
St. Paul's UCC of Indianland, Cherryville PA
St. Paul's UCC Sieberlingsville, Kempton PA
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 7rex/ertown PA
St. Peter’s Evang. Lutheran Church, Allentown PA
St. Peters United Methodist Church, Saylorsburg PA
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Whitehall PA
St. Timothy Evangelical Lutheran, A/lentown PA
Swamp Mennonite Church, Coopersburg PA
The Greater Shiloh Church Ensemble, Easton PA
‘The Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, Emmaus PA
The Slatington Baptist Church, S/atington PA
Trinity Great Swamp U.C.C., Spinnerstown PA
Union United Church of Christ, Neffs P4
Vera Cruz E.C. Church, Emmaus PA
West Side Moravian Church, Bethlehermn PA
Ziegels United Church of Christ, Breinigsville PA
Zion's Evangelical Lutheran Church, O/d Zionsville PA
Zion’s Reformed U.C.C., Allentown PA
Zionsville Bible Fellowship Church, Macungie PA

01/01/2008 - 12/31/2008 $40,755.71
Monetary Donations received from 104 Churches
Total Churches Listed = 123

Churches that gave monetary donations = 104
Churches that gave In-Kind donations = 19
Amount Given = $40,755.71






