




“God’s Shaping My Life”
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L ee is very sure about the reason he is 
no longer a heroin user: “Today, I’m 

clean and I have a job and I’m doing a 
lot better because of God.”

God may have changed Lee’s heart, 
but it was his mother who changed his 
mind. You see, she was the one who 
discovered he was using drugs again.

“I was living with a bunch of guys, 
and we didn’t pay the electric bill, so the 
washing machine wouldn’t work.” Lee 
called his mom and she agreed to come 
over and pick up his laundry. But while 
she was loading up the clothes, one 
of Lee’s roommates walked out with a 
needle in his mouth.

“I had been using heroin, but mom 
thought I was clean. She asked to see 
my arms, and saw the track marks, and 
asked me if I wanted to go into rehab,” 
Lee recalls.

Without medical insurance, getting 
into most rehab programs was just too 
expensive. “I could have gone on welfare 
and gotten insurance they would accept, 
but it was going to take weeks so I called 
the Mission,” Lee says.

Four days later, Lee was in our 
state-licensed Life Recovery Treatment 
Program, which he completed in 
a record 28 days! From there, he 
graduated to the Mission’s Christian 
Living and Values Program.

  “The Mission is a 
         great place to be.”

In addition to classes and group 
sessions that deal with everything from 
anger management to resumé writing 
and computer skills, Lee attended 
morning devotions, evening chapel and 
daily Bible study. And he found himself 
a job!

“We’re allowed to start work as soon 
as we graduate.” Lee actually has two 
job offers: “I went to my old boss at a 
roofing company, and he gave me my 
job back. But right across the street from 
the Mission is a company that makes 
furniture. I just walked into the place 
to see what would happen, and they 
offered me a job!”

  Starting life over… 
            at 23!

Even at 23, Lee is not the youngest 
person to graduate from the Mission’s 
programs, but he’s dedicated to 
continuing on the new path that’s been 
set before him. He says, “I’ve realized 
I can’t drink, because once I start 
drinking, it leads me to other things.”

Lee also realizes that he needs to 
make new friends because he can’t be 
around the old ones who are doing 
drugs. So he’s found himself a home 
church – City Limits Assembly of God 
on Ridge Ave. – and he is attending AA 
and NA meetings.

“If I had had to wait two weeks to 
get into another program, I’d probably 
be back out there using now. This place 
really changed my life!”

Come for a night of fun and 
support a great cause at the 

same time! 
The Players of the Stage are 

presenting The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever to benefit the 
Allentown Rescue Mission.

Tickets are free, but an 
offering will be taken and 
donated in its entirety to the 
Allentown Rescue Mission. Last 
year we raised over $5,300 for 
the Mission, and we hope to 
raise even more this year!

Performances will be held 
at Living Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 330 Schantz Road, 
Allentown, Dec 3, 4 and 5 at 
7PM, matinee, Dec 5 at 2PM. 
For information and tickets, 
contact Beth Barshinger at 
tgbembus@yahoo.com or call 
(610) 923-6742.

The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever

Nov. 26, 10AM 	  
   Thanksgiving Brunch
Nov. 26, 4PM		     
   Thanksgiving Banquet
Dec. 25, 10AM 	
   Christmas Brunch 
Dec. 25, 4PM		
   Christmas Dinner 

We hope to give each guest at 
least 1 gift during our numerous 
chapel services. If you are interested 
in making a donation, call (610) 
740-5500, ext. 14 or visit  
AllentownRescueMission.org.

Upcoming Holiday 
Events
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Bring Supplies!  
Bring Food!

H elp us help the homeless 
by donating supplies 

and food to our annual 
Stuff the Bus Supplies and 
Food Drive. The Allentown 
Rescue Mission has teamed 
up with the Boy Scouts 
and other community 
sponsors to collect essential 
supplies and food items to 
help homeless and hungry 
people at Thanksgiving and 
throughout the year.

Stuff the Bus Needs ListLiquid Laundry Detergent
Large Trash Bags (30 gal. or larger)Disinfectant Spray Cleaner
Deodorant
Shave Cream
Toothpaste
Disposable Razors
Pocket Combs
Paper Napkins
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper
Foam Plates (6”/9”)
Foam Bowls, 3.5 oz., 12 oz.
Foam Cups, 8 oz., 10 oz.

Plastic Utensils (forks, spoons, knives)Canola or Olive Oil
White or Brown Rice
Ketchup
Whole Grain Products
Potatoes
Spaghetti Sauce
Canned Fruits and Juices
Canned Vegetables
Boxes of Breakfast Cereal
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Salt & Pepper
Coffee
Turkeys

We Want to Hear From You!
The Allentown Rescue Mission 

would like to keep you up to 
date on what’s going on here at the 
Mission and save money on postage 

at the same time! Take a moment and 
e-mail your contact information to us at 
info@allentownrescuemission.org.  
Thank you!

Starting on November 5, drop 
by your local Top Star Express, 
Giant Store or Wal*Mart 
with items from the list above 
and help us stuff the bus! 
B-104 FM will broadcast live 
on Nov. 20 from 4-7PM at 
Giant on MacArthur Road in 
Whitehall and WAEB AM’s 
Bobby Gunther Walsh will 
broadcast live on Nov. 21 from 
11AM-3PM at Wal*Mart in 
Trexlertown. 

To make a donation or for 
more information,please call 
(610) 740-5500, ext. 14 or visit  
AllentownRescueMission.org.

A Clean Sweep for the Community
Not only are they learning 

discipline and workplace 
ethics, but the men of the Allentown 
Rescue Mission’s Clean Team are 
cleaning up the community one event 
at a time! They recently completed 
responsibilities for the Mayfair 2009 arts 

festival, the Kutztown 
Folk Festival and the 
Great Allentown Fair. 

For more 
information or to hire 
the Clean Team, visit 

www.CleanTeamPA.com.

Help Us Complete the150 Challenge
In honor of the 150th birthday of 

Obadiah Becker, founder of the 
Allentown Rescue Mission, we have 

created the 150 
Challenge. The 150 
Challenge is a year-
long initiative for 
the betterment of 
our community. We 
are asking people 
in our community 

to nominate and help to complete 150 
projects to benefit people in need and 
the organizations that serve them, as 
well as promote quality of life projects  
in our community.

Together we have completed 
more than 75 projects and are seeking 
nominations of more projects to be 
completed before the end of the year! To 
submit an idea or to help with an on-
going project, visit  
www.150Challenge.org today!




